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who was on its side, had decided as each ship arrived from abroad
and was recalled from foreign service, to apply the test of a
new oath of allegiance. This was done with the Niagara's offi-
cers and men in Boston Harbor. Some eight or nine officers
and several men refused to renew their fealty to the old flag
and were dismissed from the Navy.

The writer was from Maryland. Before subscribing to the
paper which was to record anew his fealty to the flag, sufficient
time was asked to read the document carefully. This done,
there was no hesitation in renewing his adhesion to the old flag.
When this decision was announced to Commodore McKean in
his cabin, the writer by chance looked up through a windsail
hatchway leading to the deck above, and there the folds of Old
Glory were seen in the sunlight gracefully unfolding its beauty
to a soft and gentle breeze. The writer was standing directly
under it, declaring the most sacred decision of his life to his
Commander.

The writer did not go on shore for any purpose at Boston,
nor did he know until the ship reached New York, a few days
afterward, anything of his family. The telegraph lines had
been cut south of Philadelphia, the railroad bridges burned
and other interruptions to travel and transportation had oc-
curred. As soon as these were repaired and communication
was again established, letters came from home and from friends,
relatives and sweethearts. One from the writer's dear old father
comforted him much, for it counseled him to take the step he
had already done, and to devote his life to the country that
"Washington had given the best years of his life to win and
sanctify for his countrymen. been made by some irresponsible people looking
